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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
  












between

USDA FOREST SERVICE

REGION 9

WHITE MOUNTAIN NATIONAL FOREST

SUPERVISOR’S OFFICE

and the

TOWN OF RANDOLPH, NEW HAMPSHIRE

 FOREST COMMISSION

and the 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

DIVISION OF FORESTS AND LANDS
This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING is hereby entered into by and between the USDA Forest Service, White Mountain National Forest, hereinafter referred to as the Forest Service”, the Forest Commission of the Town of Randolph, hereinafter referred to as the “Forest Commission”, and the State of New Hampshire Department of Resources and Economic Development, Division of Forests and Lands, hereinafter referred to as the “State”.

A.    PURPOSE:  The purpose of this memorandum is to set out in general terms the agreed upon cooperative relationship between the Forest Commission, the State, and the Forest Service.  This agreement will establish a framework upon which Local; State and Federal officials will cooperate in development and implementation of the long-range Stewardship Plan for the Randolph Community Forest lands and the adjacent Pond of Safety tract of the White Mountain National Forest.  This cooperation serves the interest of the Forest Committee, the State, and the Forest Service.

B.    STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFIT AND INTERESTS: The Town of Randolph recently acquired a 10,000-acre Community Forest that abuts and adjoins two sections of the White Mountain National Forest.  The Forest Commission is dedicated to development and implementation of a long term Stewardship Plan for the Community Forest that considers the public good and complements land management objectives of the adjacent National Forest.

As stewards of New Hampshire's forests and related resources, the Division of Forests and Lands protects and promotes the values provided by trees and forests.  The State promotes responsible management of forested resources by providing resource information and education to the public and protection of these resources for the continuing benefit of the State's citizens, visitors, and forest industry.  The State holds a conservation easement through the USDA Forest Service Forest Legacy Program on the Randolph Community Forest and therefore has a direct interest in the planning and management of that Forest.

The Forest Service is the natural resource agency responsible for the sustained management of the White Mountain National Forest.  The Forest Service has been interested in conservation of the land connecting the Kilkenny and Presidential sections of the National Forest.  The Forest Service initiates and develops cooperative relationships and effective partnerships with adjacent landowners.
All three parties have the common objective to utilize and manage natural resources in accordance with their capabilities in a sustainable fashion for the public good.  Each party is independent, has its respective responsibilities, and yet recognizes the need to coordinate as a federal, state and local partnership for successful delivery of natural resource conservation programs related to our Town, State, and National Forests.

In consideration of the above premises, the parties agree as follows:

C.    FOREST COMMISSION SHALL:

1. Invite the Forest Service and the State to provide input in developing the Randolph Town Forest long-range plan and annual work plans, and extend an invitation to attend regularly scheduled and special public meetings.

2. Meet with local representatives of the Forest Service and the State periodically to review opportunities for forest and land management projects, and on issues of mutual concern.

3. Inform the Forest Service of any known activity contemplated by the town or other agencies that might affect lands under the jurisdiction of the Forest Service.

4. Inform the State of any known activity contemplated by the town or other agencies that might affect the implementation of the conservation easement.

5. Cooperate in educational work with forest users in matters of conservation and land use.

6. Enter into subsequent agreements as needed to accomplish specific projects or to transfer funds, materials and expertise as needed between the parties for mutual support.

D.    THE STATE SHALL:

1. Promote the goals and objectives of the Community Forest conservation easement, particularly during the development of the long-term plan.

2. Meet with the Forest Commission and the Forest Service periodically to review opportunities for forest and land management projects, and on issues of mutual concern.

3. Provide technical assistance and natural resource management information to the Forest Commission to assist in preparing its long-term plan, annual program of work and in project planning and implementation, as resources are available.

4. Cooperate in educational work with forest users in matters of conservation and land use.

5. Enter into subsequent agreements as needed to accomplish specific projects or to transfer funds, materials and expertise as needed between the parties for mutual support.

E.    FOREST SERVICE SHALL:

1. Work cooperatively with the Forest Commission for management of natural resources on National and Town Forest lands.

2. Meet with the Forest Commission and the State periodically to review opportunities for forest and land management projects, and on issues of mutual concern.

3. Provide technical assistance and natural resource management information to the Forest Commission to assist in preparing its long-term plan, annual program of work and in project planning and implementation, as resources are available.  

4. Cooperate in educational work with forest users in matters of conservation and land use.

5. Enter into subsequent agreements as needed to accomplish specific projects or to transfer funds, materials and expertise as needed between the parties for mutual support.

6. Inform the Forest Commission of any known activity contemplated by the Forest Service that might affect Town Forest lands.

F.    IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED AND UNDERSTOOD BY ALL PARTIES THAT:

1. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA).  Any information furnished to the Forest Service under this instrument is subject to the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552).

2. PARTICIPATION IN SIMILAR ACTIVITIES.  This instrument in no way restricts the Forest Service or the Cooperator(s) from participating in similar activities with other public or private agencies, organizations, and individuals.

3. COMMENCEMENT/EXPIRATION/TERMINATION. This MOU takes effect upon the signature of the Forest Service, the Commission and the State and shall remain in effect for five years from the date of execution.  This MOU may be extended or amended upon written request of the Department of Agriculture, the Commission or the State and the subsequent written concurrence of the others.  The Department of Agriculture, the Commission or the State may terminate this MOU with a 60-day written notice to the other parties.

4. RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARTIES. RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARTIES. The Department of Agriculture and the Commission, and the State and their respective agencies and office will handle their own activities and utilize their own resources, including the expenditure of their own funds, in pursuing these objectives. Each party will seek to carry out its separate activities in a coordinated and mutually beneficial manner.

5. PRINCIPAL CONTACT.  The principal contacts for this instrument are:

	Forest Service Contact
	Town Contact
	DRED Contact

	George Pozzuto
	John Scarinza
	Phil Bryce

	Androscoggin Ranger Station
	Forest Committee 
	Division of Forest & Lands

	300 Glenn Road
	Town Hall, Durand Road
	PO Box 1856

	Gorham, NH 03581-1399
	Randolph, NH 03570
	Concord, NH 03302-1856

	Phone: 466-2713 ext 210
	Phone:  466-5775
	Phone: 271-2214

	FAX: 466-2856
	FAX:
	FAX:   271-6488

	E-Mail:  gpozzuto@fs.fed.us
	E-Mail:  scarinza@ncia.net
	E-Mail:  pbryce@dred.state.nh.us


6. NON-FUND OBLIGATING DOCUMENT:  Nothing in this MOU shall obligate either the Department of Agriculture or the State to obligate or transfer any funds.  Specific work projects or activities that involve the transfer of funds, services, or property among the various agencies and offices of the Department of Agriculture and the State  will require execution of separate agreements and be contingent upon the availability of appropriated funds. Such activities must be independently authorized by appropriate statutory authority.  This MOU does not provide such authority.  Negotiation, execution, and administration of each such agreement must comply with all applicable statues and regulations.

7. ESTABLISHMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY. This MOU is not intended to, and does not create, any right, benefit, or trust responsibility, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or equity, by a party against the United States, its agencies, its officers, or any person. 

8. CONSERVATION EASEMENT RULING DOCUMENT.  Nothing in this MOU shall supercede the obligation of the Town of Randolph to comply with the terms of the Forest Legacy Conservation Easement and nothing in this MOU shall supercede the obligation of the State of New Hampshire to enforce the terms of the Forest Legacy Conservation Easement, said Conservation Easement between the State of New Hampshire and the Town of Randolph dated November 30, 2001. 

THE PARTIES HERERTO have executed this instrument

RANDOLPH FOREST COMMITTEE


USDA FOREST SERVICE








WHITE MOUNTAIN NATIONAL FOREST


John Scarinza

Date



Thomas G. Wagner

Date

Chairman - Forest Committee 



Forest Supervisor
NH DEPARTMENT OF RESOURCES AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Phil Bryce

Date




Director of Division of Forest and Lands 


The authority and format of this 

Instrument has been reviewed and

Approved for signature

/s/William L. Clark

Date:  1/29/03
William L. Clark

FS Agreements Coordinator

